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At Muskham Primary School, we believe that children need to develop a secure knowledge basis in writing skills, which follows a clear pathway of progression as they advance through the primary curriculum; a secure basis in writing is vital for a successful education and provides our children with the tools they need for future learning, employment and success. 
Intent 
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· To enable children to become independent writers, including those with Special Educational Needs and Disadvantaged children.
· To confidently communicate their knowledge, ideas and emotions through their writing across the curriculum. 
· To provide pupils with a range of contexts and purposes as a basis for their learning.
· To write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences. 
· To acquire and apply a wide vocabulary.
· To develop and apply a solid understanding of grammar. 
· To be able to spell new words by effectively applying the spelling patterns and rules they learn throughout their time in primary school. 
· To plan, revise and evaluate their written work to allow them to write more skilfully.
· For pupils to make expected or accelerated progress, particularly those who are disadvantaged or diagnosed with a special educational need. 
· To develop fluent, legible, neat handwriting.
· To provide exciting writing opportunities and experiences that engage and enhance all pupils. 
· For pupils to understand that writing is a vital life skill and can be an interesting and enjoyable process. 
Implementation 

Teaching and Learning:
· We base our writing lessons on the Talk for Writing strategy; however, this is tailored to suit the developing needs of our school. This involves 3 stages: Imitation, Innovation and Invention.
· Children are exposed to high-quality texts and are given the structure and skillset to write their own pieces of writing. This includes being able to write independently in all year groups. Each text is purposely selected in order to teach transferable structures and language patterns that children need when writing a specific genre. This may involve teachers writing their own ‘model texts’.
· We illustrate grammatical and spelling rules through model texts to give a context for learning.
· In Foundation and Key Stage 1, story maps and actions are used to strengthen memory and help children internalise plots and language structures.
· We use the ‘boxing up’ technique to internalise the text structure; in Foundation and Key Stage 1, we begin this process by story mapping. 
· Once children are familiar with the model text, we collaboratively plan a class version of the text; alongside this, children plan their own versions. 
· Shared and guided writing is used to stage writing over a number of days so that children are writing in small chunks, concentrating on bringing all the elements together, writing effectively and accurately. 
· Through shared writing, a toolbox is created for the genre of writing which is utilised by the children in an aspirational way, ensuring that there are no glass ceilings placed on their learning. 
· In all year groups, extended writing is marked using the bubble and block process; the bubble identifies a specific skill the child has utilised whilst the block identifies an area of improvement: this is completed in green pen. 
· Children are given opportunities to proof-read their writing; a purple pen is used to demonstrate independent editing and improvement.
· In line with the National Curriculum, we ensure that each year group is teaching the explicit grammar, punctuation and spelling objectives. 
· Our grammar teaching is based on the principles of Rainbow Grammar; however, we have tailored this to suit the developing needs of our school. 
· For Spelling, Years 2-6 follow the Spelling Shed scheme. This is taught as short, discrete sessions each week. Children have access to Spelling Shed to use both at school and at home to practise spellings. 
· In Foundation and Year 1, spelling is taught through Phonics, using the Essential Letters and Sounds scheme. This is taught as a daily discrete lesson for 40 minutes.  
· To enhance pupil’s vocabulary acquisition and knowledge, each year group has an academic word list to be introduced and used throughout the year. Class teachers revise the vocabulary taught in previous year groups. In addition, subject leaders have devised subject-specific vocabulary lists for class teachers to teach. 
· Children in KS2 have their own ‘magpie’ book; this acts as a personal dictionary for them to use across the curriculum. 
· Spelling exercises are set for homework each week based on the statutory words or spelling patterns learnt. Spellings are differentiated according to the needs of each group. 
· Handwriting is taught as a discrete lesson, following the Achieving Excellence in Handwriting scheme. This takes place at least 3 times per week in KS1 and KS2. In Foundation, children practise their handwriting during Phonics application. 
· Classroom displays are used to reinforce learning, aiding children throughout the writing process. 
· Scaffolding is used to support where necessary, particularly those with special educational needs. 

Assessment:
· All work is given a success criteria and marked by teachers; children in KS2 assess their own work against this. 
· As part of the ‘innovation’ stage of writing, children and teachers assess the writing against the collaboratively devised toolbox. 
· Children complete an independent piece of writing fortnightly; teachers assess this against specific National Curriculum objectives. In KS1 and KS2, every child has the appropriate assessment objectives in the front of their English book, and every piece of independent writing is assessed against this. 
· All children have an individual writing target that outlines their next step; these are assessed against extended and independent writing.
· Assessment levels are moderated within school each term and within our family of schools annually to ensure consistency. 
· Children with significant special educational needs are assessed against appropriate levels, such as PIVATS.
· Within lessons, verbal feedback is given to children to address misconceptions and provide next steps with immediate action taking place. 
· All independent and extended writing is marked using the bubble and block process; children in Year 2 and above are given time to respond to this in green pen. 
· Spelling tests are completed weekly in KS1 and KS2. 

Monitoring and Evaluation:
· Lesson observations are used to identify any CPD requirements for staff. 
· Book scrutinies are carried out to ensure that the school policy is being adhered to and children are making good progress. 
· Planning audits to ensure coverage
· Writing moderation is undertaken termly to identify whether teacher judgements are sound. In addition, we participate in a ‘Families’ moderation activity with 3 local schools yearly.  
· Pupil progress meetings take place on a termly basis to identify children who are not making expected progress; intervention programmes are then put in place. 
· Pupil voice is used to monitor attitudes to learning. 
· Learning walks are used to monitor continuity and progression across the school. 
· Correct use of Standard English is monitored through the use of monitoring activities such as book scrutinies and learning walks. 





Impact 

The impact on our children is clear: sustained learning and an intrinsic belief in themselves as writers, whose skills transfer across the curriculum. With an established writing process, which is taught thoroughly and consistently throughout school, children are becoming more confident writers. Children can converse articulately about grammatical structures, which demonstrates their understanding and application of the necessary grammar and punctuation. By the time they are in upper Key Stage 2, a variety of genres of writing are familiar to them; therefore, teaching can focus on creativity, writer’s craft, sustained writing and manipulation of grammar and punctuation skills. 

The teaching and learning of writing, as judged in Autumn 2023, is judged to be at least ‘good’. Feedback and interventions support children to make expected and accelerated progress. 

Our end of key stage data is higher than the national average for children attaining expected levels and above. Progress scores are also higher than the national average with a progress score of 4.0 for non-SEN children and 4.9 for SEN in 2023.    

As children move on from Muskham Primary School to further their education and learning, their creativity, passion for writing and high aspirations travel with them and continue to grow and develop as they do. Feedback from our feeder secondary school English Leader is positive; children demonstrate confidence in their application of grammar and punctuation, are able to articulate their ideas clearly and written work is of high quality. 
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