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Intentions
At Muskham, using the Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education in Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire, we will enable our pupils to discover more about religion as well as other world views. Our pupils are encouraged to express ideas and insights into key questions which face all human beings as we travel through life.  

Through these experiences, they will gain insights and knowledge to help equip them to become responsible citizens, ready to contribute positively to our society and the wider world. The teaching of RE will offer distinctive opportunities to promote pupils’ spiritual, cultural, social and moral development. It will also make a key contribution to enabling pupils to consider British values, including tolerance and respect for people who hold different faiths and world views. 

The three-fold aims of RE in Nottinghamshire will ensure that our pupils:
 
1. Know and understand a range of religions and world views which will allow them to recognise the diversity which exists in wider society.
2. Can express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and the impact of religions and world views as they develop their own personal views on a range of issues.
3. Develop and use skills which will assist them to engage seriously with religions and world views.

Implementation

At Muskham Primary, we follow the ‘Religious Education for All’ document which is the agreed syllabus for RE in Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire. Our curriculum tag-line - “A village school with a world view” is reflected in the teaching of RE. The curriculum celebrates our children’s own context as members of a rural English community whilst preparing them for the experiences and challenges of a much wider world which they will step into as highly successful adults. The curriculum is planned and sequenced to develop deep, lasting learning and builds upon prior knowledge, which our children can use today, tomorrow and for the rest of their lives. To ensure all children can access the curriculum, including those with SEN, reasonable adaptations are made in the planning and delivery of each lesson.

During each Key Stage, pupils are taught knowledge, skills and understanding through learning about Christianity and Judaism through KS1, with the addition of Hinduism and Islam in KS2. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum supports children’s understanding of Religious Education through the planning and teaching of ‘Understanding the World’. Children are encouraged to use their imagination and curiosity to develop their appreciation of, and wonder at, the world in which they live. Exploring others’ views, cultures and beliefs supports children in developing their views and beliefs about themselves, their family and community. In finding out about others, young children are encouraged to reflect on belief, culture and practice and explore faith through observing festivals and celebrations, sharing stories, visuals, toys, roleplay, books and discussion.

In Key Stages 1 and 2, RE is taught for one hour each week. In order to strengthen the skills and deepen the understanding and knowledge taught, the following skills are used: investigating, reflecting, recalling and retelling, exploring, discussing and empathising. Children gain a deeper understanding of the religion studied through the use of high-quality resources/artefacts and visits (where possible) to different places of worship, including the Mosque in Year 3.  Muskham also has a good relationship with the local vicar and links to the local church are utilised whenever possible.

In order to give the learning a real-life context, we are able to utilise the personal experiences of a Hindu member of staff; she leads assemblies on Hindu festivals and teaches Year 4 Hinduism using first-hand experiences and personal artefacts.

Attitudes which are fundamental to RE are curiosity and wonder, commitment, fairness, respect, self- understanding, open-mindedness, critical mindedness and enquiry. These work alongside the RSHE links and British Values implemented within school as a whole. The teaching of RE also encompasses our ‘Enablers’, promoting Independence, Empathy, Questioning, Creativity, Perseverance and Optimism.  Our school motto of ‘Wisdom and Caring’ reflects a dedication to the children’s social, moral, spiritual and cultural development.

Impact

Children demonstrate good progress due to a high quality, well- considered curriculum. 
The children make progress by knowing more, remembering more and being able to do more. They transfer and embed key concepts into their long-term memory and apply them fluently.

·  Interviewing the pupils about their learning (Pupil voice)
· Lesson observations
· Planning audits
· Book scrutiny 
· Feedback from teaching staff

This demonstrates that:
· Children display a positive attitude towards people of any religion and show an understanding of cultural beliefs different to their own.
· They demonstrate respectful behaviour to all and this is transferable outside of school in the wider community and beyond.


image1.png




