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Intent
At Muskham Primary School, reading is a key priority.  We believe that the ability to read is fundamental to our children's success; this enables them to access the next stage of their education and beyond, into adulthood.  The aim of our Reading Curriculum is for all pupils, including the most disadvantaged and those with specific educational needs, to develop this crucial skill.  It is our intention that all pupils read widely across both fiction and non-fiction, through the provision of vocabulary- rich reading materials to:   
[bookmark: _GoBack]-  enable them to learn more; the more words they know, the greater their access to    knowledge;
- develop knowledge of the world in which they live and their ability to be    empathetic;
- establish an appreciation and love of reading;
- develop fluency and confidence in their ability to read.

We know that, when reading, children should encounter characters, situations and viewpoints that mirror their own lives, so they understand that they belong.  Also, we ensure that reading gives children a window into the lives of others, which helps them develop an understanding of the diverse world in which they live.

We believe that parental engagement is important to support the progress and enjoyment of reading.  Working in partnership with parents, ensures children reach their potential.    
Implementation
Teaching and Learning:
Phonics
In Foundation and Year 1, a systematic synthetic phonics programme ‘Essential Letters and Sounds’ is used daily to teach the early skills of reading.  ELS is delivered through whole-class lessons, using a consistent teaching sequence: show, copy, repeat.  Children are given the opportunity to hear and say the sound, first in isolation, and then within words and sentences.  Whilst learning to read, children read books matched with their phonic knowledge which have been carefully aligned to the programme.
Those children in Year 2, who did not pass their phonic screening, receive regular phonic intervention; their gaps are identified and carefully planned interventions are delivered.
Guided Reading
In Year 2, each child participates in an adult-led reading session once a week. During these sessions, the remainder of the class engage in a range of reading activities; these include reading comprehensions and free choice reading in book corners.  
In Years 3-6, whole class guided reading is used to teach the reading curriculum, inspired by the work of Ashley Booth.  All children are able to access and enjoy a range of texts, with the support of pre-reading activities, paired and echo reading.  During reading lessons, the acronym VIPERS (vocabulary, inference, prediction, explain, retrieval and summary) is used to focus on the six domains of comprehension, which supports pupil’s understanding of question types and strategies to use to answer such questions.   

Reading across the curriculum
Children have the opportunity to practise and develop their reading skills across the curriculum, when applying their reading knowledge independently during topic related work.  To support this, the Aspire library service is used: they provide class sets of books, which relate to topics being studied each half term.
For each subject, there is a specific vocabulary list which develops in complexity as the children move through school. This enables children to become more confident in communicating and develops their cultural capital.
Reading interventions 
A range of reading interventions are delivered to those children who have been identified as having specific reading difficulties and are not making expected progress.  Teachers use the Reading Pathway document, as formulated by the SENDCO, Reading Lead and the Local Authority Reading Lead to help identify and address specific areas of weakness.  This is a comprehensive document, which details the different reading skills based upon the Education Endowment Foundation’s reading house and the Scarborough Reading Rope.  To support each reading area, strategies are outlined for effective quality- first teaching, reasonable adaptions, and in class teacher interventions.  Other additional interventions may include:
· Switch-On Reading: a 10 week intense, 1:1 programme, where the child receives 3 x 20 minute reading sessions with a TA, focusing on a specific target.  This allows for revisiting of texts and develops fluency in reading. 
· Paired Reading Scheme: trained Year 6 children are paired up with younger readers in the school. They read together twice a week for 15 minutes sessions. This develops the confidence of younger readers, improves reading attainment through decoding and comprehension of words and texts and improves attitudes to reading for pleasure amongst children.
· Inference Training: a group intervention for pupils in KS2 who decode adequately but fail to get full meaning and enjoyment from their reading. It teaches comprehension strategies through ‘instructional conversations’ in groups to help boost reading comprehension.
· Children with significant learning needs have a personalised reading curriculum planned to match their specific needs.
Reading for Pleasure
To introduce children to a wide range of quality texts and promote a love of reading, each term every class teacher recommends 5 books (which build over a term).  When choosing a new ‘Recommended Read’ book, staff consider new literature, in particular texts which reflect equality of opportunity and diversity.    After promoting and introducing a book to the class, children have the opportunity to borrow the Recommended Reads to enjoy at home.  In KS1, children draw pictures or write about their favourite parts of the book or characters to share with their peers.  Whereas, in KS2, children complete a short quiz and have the opportunity to share their opinions about the book.  Each class has the Recommended Reads displayed on Class Pages on the website to inform parents and in book corners.

In KS2, the reading for pleasure of ‘free readers’ is recorded in the class reading record.  Reading records, diaries and reading habits are discussed with each child during a termly reading interview.  Free readers are signposted to appropriate and ambitious reading choices, using a three starred system to show levels of challenge in free reading class book sets.

In addition, throughout the school year, the importance of reading for pleasure is enhanced through other events: World Book Day and the Scholastic Book Fair.  Children are encouraged to read at least 5 times per week.  If this goal is met they are rewarded with a book of their choice at the end of every term.  Every child has the opportunity to visit the school library each week and choose a book to take home.  

Parental Engagement

Through parent workshops and information about our book recommendations, all parents have the information they require to support their child with reading and enjoying books at home.

Assessment
· Half-termly diagnostic phonics assessments are carried out to track progress and identify gaps.
· In Reception and Year 1, interventions are carried out at the point of teaching or on the same day where possible.
· Guided Reading tracking grids are completed to assess progress and identify next steps.  
· Formal reading tests (NFER) are administered at three points in the year: Autumn 2, Spring 2 and Summer 2. In Years 2 and 6 previous SATS papers are used for assessment.  This assesses children against specific age-related objectives in line with the National Curriculum, and informs the whole school tracking of children’s attainment and progress
· A Salford Reading Age test is undertaken at the beginning and end of the Paired Reading and Switch-On Reading intervention programmes to measure impact.
· PIVATs or Bsquared are used to assess those children working significantly below age expectations to inform next steps.
· Miscue analysis is used by Year 2 / 3 children before changing book band, alongside a discussion to assess comprehension.  This is also used for those children working below the expected level in reading, who are free readers further into KS2.  The miscue analysis is used to gauge reading fluency and to identify targets for children to work on to improve their reading. 
· Termly reading interviews, between the class teacher and pupils, are held to monitor both suitability of reading material and reading preferences.  


Monitoring and Evaluation:
· Lesson observations are undertaken to identify any CPD requirements for staff.
· Pupil progress meetings take place on a half-termly basis to identify children who are not making expected progress; intervention programmes are then put into place. 
· Tests are analysed to establish strengths and weaknesses, which informs CPD.
· Learning walks are undertaken to monitor attitudes to learning.
· Pupil voice is sought through interviews and surveys.
· Teachers act upon pupil voice for individual cohorts and adapt their reading area and selection of books accordingly.

Impact 
The impact of our Reading curriculum is clear:  fluent readers, who are able to comprehend a range of texts, and children who enjoy reading for pleasure.  Children make good progress by knowing more, remembering more and being able to do more.  They transfer and embed key reading strategies into their long-term memory and apply them fluently.  
The teaching and learning in Reading, as observed in spring 2023, was judged to be at least ‘good’.  

Our feedback and interventions support children to make expected and accelerated progress.  Where children have not made the progress expected, our Reading Pathway provides clear guidance on how best to support, to ensure progress and close gaps.


Our end of key stage tests results, including the Year 1 phonics screening, and progress scores are higher than the national average.  In the KS2 2023 SAT’s the reading progress score was 1.4 and for SEN children the reading progress score was 4.0.  We firmly believe reading is the key to all learning and so the impact of our reading curriculum goes beyond the results of statutory assessments.  
Through the ‘Recommended Reads’ initiative children are enjoying reading more widely, discovering authors and genres that are new to them.  By summer 2023, 94% of children had engaged with this.  The true impact can be demonstrated through the number of children now making their own recommendations to peers and adults.   
As children transition to secondary school, their fluency and comprehension skills support them in accessing all areas of the secondary curriculum.  
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