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Intent
At Muskham Primary School, our History curriculum is designed to inspire children’s curiosity and fascination about how the past has shaped our lives. Our aim is that, through the teaching of History, we will stimulate all children’s interest and provide them with the knowledge and cultural capital needed to succeed in life. We deliver a History curriculum which provides children with the tools to ask and answer questions about history whilst learning about particular periods of History and key historical figures. At Muskham Primary School, we believe that all children should have the opportunity to expand their historical understanding and develop their historical enquiry skills, including those with SEND and who are most disadvantaged. 
Our History curriculum has been designed to cover all the skills, knowledge and understanding as set out in the National Curriculum. By the end of Year 6, children will be secure in drawing comparisons and making connections between different time periods and their own lives, including time periods which overlap with each other. They will also have a good chronological understanding of local, British and world History from the Stone Age to the present day. 
We intend to instil a love of History in all of our children through practical and engaging lessons. We plan to develop curious learners who can make links between topics studied and build on their understanding of terminology. Through our high aspirations for their development and achievement, we will develop the skills and attitudes that the children need to succeed in their school lives and beyond.
Implementation
· Our History curriculum is planned in line with the knowledge and skills outlined in the National Curriculum throughout KS1 and KS2. Our Foundation class follows the Early Years Foundation Stage framework.
· History is explicitly taught for an hour per week in Years 1-6. We teach either Geography or History each half term ensuring that our children receive a well-rounded teaching of the humanities subjects throughout the year. Where possible, we take the opportunity to create links between the two subjects to help solidify the learning taking place. For example, in Year 2 children learn about Ariel maps during their Castles topic. Similarly, in Year 3 children learn about human and physical features of Egypt during their Ancient Egypt topic. In Early Years Foundation Stage, pupils learn about our world through a combination of child-initiated and adult-directed activities.
· [bookmark: _Hlk120557649][bookmark: _Hlk115882490]Cross curricular links are planned with other subject areas, such as Writing, Reading and Religious Education to enable further contextual learning. An example of this is the World War II (WWII) topic in Year 6. Learning in English, French, Music and Design and Technology are focused on the topic of WWII.
· [bookmark: _Hlk120557734]At Muskham Primary School, work is celebrated and reinforced through displays and class assemblies. For example, Year 6 demonstrate their learning of WWII and Year 5 present their learning about The Civil War to the other classes in school.
· [bookmark: _Hlk120557822]Effective use of educational visits and visitors are planned to enrich and enhance the pupil’s learning experiences within the History curriculum. In KS1, children visit venues such as Lincolnshire Life Museum (Victorian Schools exhibit) and Newark Castle. In KS2, children visit venues such as The Newark Civil War Museum and The National Holocaust Centre and Museum. Additionally, a residential trip to York is carried out in Year 5 to support understanding of their Vikings topic.
· [bookmark: _Hlk120558023]In order to aid with learning and stimulate interest in our topics, we have ‘Immersion Days’. An example of this is in Year 2, when children dress up as knights, create castles using Microsoft Word, re-enact stories and design their own banquets for their Castles topic. 
· Children are provided with the opportunity to evaluate a range of primary and secondary sources, such as photographs, replicas or genuine artefacts, music and a range of books.
· [bookmark: _Hlk120558311]Key vocabulary words have been assigned to different year groups to ensure progression across the school. 
· Throughout the year, a whole school timeline is generated in the school hall which allows children to compare when different time periods happened. Each class can add their topic to the timeline which aids the children to compare and make connections about when each event happened.
· [bookmark: _Hlk153898302]The children’s learning is assessed in lessons and at the end of each unit. At the start of each lesson, teachers recap learning from previous lessons (including previous year groups) using verbal questioning. This is to ensure that learning is being embedded as the children move through school. At the end of each unit, children are assessed through a written assessment which will check the children’s ability to recall knowledge and apply the skills they have learnt. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk120558371]SEND Children who are unable to access the whole curriculum have an adapted curriculum which allows them to be exposed to topic-based learning in an appropriate way. They are supported by staff to access the curriculum at their own level. For example, in Year 6 a student looked at the role of police officers during the crime and punishment topic. SEND children who are able to access the main curriculum are provided with additional scaffolding where necessary.
· A whole school timeline situated in the hall allows children to develop their understanding of chronology. Each class add dates and key events to the timeline whilst studying a History topic. This develops their ability to see links between different topics as they progress through the school. 
Impact 
Children at Muskham Primary School learn content and skills which develop each year due to the high-quality, well-considered curriculum. The children know more, remember more and can do more from their learning in History as they have revisited and applied their learning.  
During Pupil Voice meetings, it was evident that the children in KS2 can explain why History is important and can give examples of how the past will help shape and inform our future. Students in both KS1 and KS2 are enthusiastic about what they have already learnt  and are excited to extend their learning further as they progress through school and into secondary education.  
Children learn in a fun and engaging way due to the trips, immersion days and end-of-topic. Consequently, children display a positive attitude toward History and can recall exciting lessons or trips that they have been a part of. Children’s families are involved in school life by being invited to the bi-annual Year 3 and 4 performance and to attend trips. 
The children’s understanding of chronology is reinforced on a regular basis due to the whole school timeline’s presence in the school hall and how it is utilised during lessons.
Children can articulate ideas using accurate terminology due to the use of subject-specific vocabulary lists for each year group. 

The impact of our curriculum is monitored and evaluated using the following means:
· Interviewing the pupils about their learning (pupil voice)
· Planning audits
· Lesson observations
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Assessments
· Book scrutiny 
· Feedback from teaching staff
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