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Intent
At Muskham Primary School, we are ‘A village school with a world view’. We believe that a Geography curriculum should inspire a lifelong curiosity and fascination about our world and our role in sustaining it. We aim to provide purposeful opportunities for exploring, appreciating and understanding the world in which we live and how it has evolved. We also intend for children to become passionate and knowledgeable about our local community and beyond, by learning through experiences in practical and fieldwork activities.
Our Geography curriculum has been designed to cover all the skills, knowledge and understanding as set out in the National Curriculum. We intend to equip children with geographical skills and to develop their knowledge through studying places, people and natural and human environments. We aim to develop their use of geographical vocabulary, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. At Muskham Primary School, we believe that all children should have the opportunity to expand their geographical understanding and develop their geographical skills, including those with SEND and who are most disadvantaged. 
Our Geography curriculum offers high quality and well-planned lessons which encourage the progression of identified key knowledge, vocabulary and skills which build on previous learning. We aim to equip children with the skills needed to interpret a range of sources and communicate geographical information in a variety of ways. We believe it is important to prepare our children for a rapidly-changing world whilst having high aspirations for their development and achievement in Geography.
Implementation
· Our Geography curriculum is planned in line with the knowledge and skills outlined in the National Curriculum throughout KS1 and KS2. Our Foundation class follows the Early Years Foundation Stage framework. Our curriculum has been designed to ensure progression in knowledge, vocabulary and skills. An example of this is our Map Symbols Progression Page which outlines which map symbols should be introduced and revisited in each year group. Key vocabulary has been assigned to different year groups to ensure progression across the school. 
· We teach either Geography or History each half term for one hour a week, ensuring that our children receive a well-rounded teaching of the humanities subjects throughout the year. Where possible, we take the opportunity to create links between the two subjects to help solidify the learning taking place. For example, in Year 2, children learn about Aerial maps during their Castles topic. Similarly, in Year 3, children learn about the human and physical features of Egypt during their Ancient Egypt topic. In Early Years Foundation Stage, pupils learn about our world through a combination of child-initiated and adult-directed activities.
· Cross curricular links are planned with other subject areas where possible. For example, The Water Cycle is taught in Year 4 to coincide with their States Of Matter Science topic.  
· At Muskham Primary School, work is celebrated and reinforced through displays and class assemblies.
· Effective use of educational visits, local fieldwork and visitors are planned to enrich and enhance the pupil’s learning experiences within the Geography curriculum. For example, in Year 3, children explore human and physical features in the local village and a Learning Coordinator from the Canal and River Trust visits the school to provide a memorable fieldwork experience. 
· In order to facilitate learning and stimulate interest in our topics, we have ‘Immersion Days’. Examples of this include Year 1’s United Kingdom Day, Year 4’s Greek Day and Year 5’s Mexico Day. During these days, children explore a variety of aspects such as music, dance, cooking and the culture of the location being studied.  
· The children’s learning is assessed in lessons and at the end of each unit. At the start of each lesson, teachers recap learning from previous lessons and year groups using verbal questioning. This is to ensure that learning is being embedded as the children move through school. At the end of each unit, children are assessed through a written assessment which will check the children’s ability to recall knowledge and apply the skills they have learnt. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk124084367][bookmark: _Hlk124084379]SEND children who are unable to access the whole curriculum have an adapted curriculum which allows them to be exposed to topic-based learning in an appropriate way. They are supported by staff to access the curriculum at their own level. For example, in Year 6 a student used PEC symbols to label areas of the rainforest. SEND children who are able to access the main curriculum are provided with additional scaffolding where necessary.
· Children develop increasingly complex skills in enquiry, map work and direction, as well as developing their knowledge and understanding of places and geographical processes.
· Their ability to interpret a range of sources of geographical information is developed using maps, diagrams, globes, atlases, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS).
Impact 
[bookmark: _Hlk139307534]Children at Muskham Primary School learn content and skills which develop each year due to the high-quality, well-considered curriculum. They leave school with a good understanding of the ever-changing world around them. The children know more, remember more and can do more from their learning in Geography as they have revisited and applied their learning.  
During Pupil Voice meetings, it was evident that the children in KS2 can explain why Geography is important and can name real-life contexts in which their learning would be helpful. Students in both KS1 and KS2 are enthusiastic about what they have learnt already and excited to extend their learning further as they progress through school and into secondary education.  
[bookmark: _Hlk139309125][bookmark: _Hlk153897795]Children learn in a fun and engaging way due to the trips and immersion days. Consequently, children display a positive attitude toward Geography and can recall exciting lessons or trips that they have been a part of. Children’s families are involved in school life by being invited to attend trips. 
Children can articulate ideas using accurate terminology due to the use of subject-specific vocabulary lists for each year group. Children can recognise an increasing number of map symbols as they progress through school. 
The impact of our curriculum is monitored and evaluated using the following means:
· Interviewing the pupils about their learning (pupil voice)
· Planning audits
· Lesson observations
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Assessments
· Book scrutiny 
· Feedback from teaching staff
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