
SPAG Workshop 

Year 1



National Curriculam content





Punctuation 

• Capital letters, finger spaces and full 

stops (recapped from Foundation)  

• Question marks

• Exclamation marks

• Capital letters for proper nouns and 

personal pronoun I



Question marks 
Using question words.

• Who?

• What?

• Why?

• When?

• Where?

• How?



E xclamation marks

• To demonstrate surprise.

eg I love it!   Wow!

• Use it for a command.

eg Be quiet!  Sit down!

• Use for emphasis.



Nouns: as a naming word for a 

person, place or thing.



Proper Nouns: Name a specific place, object or 

person. 

• They always start with a capital letter

• Months of the year

• Days of the week

• Some religious events

• Brand names



VERBS: AS ‘DOING’ WORDS. SUFFIXES CAN BE 
ADDED TO VERBS.

ADJECTIVES: AS WORDS THAT DESCRIBE NOUNS. 
SIZE, SHAPE, COLOUR, WEIGHT, PERSONALITY, 

MOOD. 



Suffix: is an ‘ending’, used at the end of one word to turn it into 

another word. Suffixes cannot stand alone on their own as a 

complete word. 

• -ing

• -ed

• -er

• -est



Suffix: -ed

Past tense verbs describe actions that have happened in the 

past. 

In Year 1 children are expected to spell past tense verbs 

correctly when the addition of the suffix does not alter the 

spelling of the root word. 

Examples

help > helped

play > played

walk > walked

The children walked to the park.



Suffix: -ing

Added to root words.

Examples

help > helping

play > playing

wait > waiting

The children were playing in the park.  



Suffix: -er

Added to adjectives to make comparative adjectives. These are 

are used to describe nouns or noun phrases. 

Examples

soft > softer

hard > harder

light > lighter

The scarf was softer than the hat. 



Suffix: -est

Added to adjectives to make superlative adjectives. These are 

are used to describe nouns or noun phrases that have a 

particular quality. –est means the ‘most’

Examples

soft > softest

hard > hardest

high > highest

Mount Everest is the highest mountain in the world. 



Prefix: is added at the beginning of a 

word in order to turn it into another word.

• un-

Examples

Root words – kind, happy

unkind or unhappy



Conjunctions: link two words or phrases 

together.

• and

• but

• because – we begin to teach this in 

Year 1 but this progresses in Year 2



Plural endings: adding an –s or –es 

ending to signify more than one



Using Rainbow Grammar

Foundation

Subject Verb Stop 

For writing simple sentences.

The monster screamed.



Using Rainbow Grammar

Year 1

Time connectives – when words

Prepositional phrases - ‘where’ words

Suddenly, the monster screamed in the attic.

These can come at the start or the end of a 

sentence. 



Using Rainbow Grammar

Year 1

Time connectives: tell you when something 

happens.

Examples

First, then, next, finally, suddenly, later, after



Using Rainbow Grammar

Year 1

‘Where’ words: where something 

happens. Also called prepositions 

or prepositional phrases. 

Examples

Under, next to, behind, on top, 

below, in the playground. 





Conjunctions: link two words or phrases 

together.

and but



and

.

The girl walked

around the 

playground  

jumped in the puddle. 

and



but

.

Kylie is young

she can still kick the 

ball hard.

but



because

.

She watched a film                              

she was bored.

because


